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• Entityform & Webform Conditional Modules
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• Drupal Training and Consulting

•      @sixmiletech

• sixmiletech.com



@sixmiletech

Contact Us
• Custom Drupal Training

• Project Mentoring

• Online Drupal Consulting
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• Training Newsletter Signup

• Free Webinars

• Online Class discounts

sixmiletech.com

http://sixmiletech.com
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Drupal 7 Module Develop
• Online Professional Level Course

• Learn by doing

• sixmiletech.com/mod-dev

http://sixmiletech.com/mod-dev
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Cornell ILR
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Let’s Talk
• Interested Drupal training or consulting?

• Meet up at the Camp

• ted@sixmiletech.com

mailto:ted@sixmiletech.com
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Disclaimer:
This presentation is not meant offend any of the
following:

• Awesome Contrib Developers!

• People who code

• People who don’t code

• People who say “There’s a module for that!”

• People who say “No custom code”

• or People who give “Thumbs Up”
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It is simply.
An attempt to start a discussion about why we 
do some of the things we do.   
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You
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You have problem :(…

You would like

to show your nodes differently

…sometimes
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Drupal has a solution!
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Thanks Drupal!!!!
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But you want more!!!

+ Featured
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There’s a module for 
that!
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Entity View Modes
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Thanks Contrib!!!!
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Let’s make a View 
Mode!

1. Configuration >> System >> Entity View 
2. Add new view mode  
3. Label = “Featured” 
4. Export to Features 
5. Local: git add >> git commit >> git push 
6. Live: git pull 
7. Done!

The UI Makes it Easy
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The UI makes it easy.
Or does it?
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VS

1. Configuration >> System >> Entity View 
2. Add new view mode  
3. Label = “Featured” 
4. Export to Features 
5. Local: git add >> git commit >> git push 
6. Live: git pull 
7. Done!

1. 6 Lines of code 
2. Local: git add >> git commit >> git push 
3. Live: git pull 
4. Done!
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6 Lines of Code 

VS 

~500 Lines of code 
(Great Code) 
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Why so much Code?
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Contrib Modules give you

Value
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Flexibility 
Extra Features 

UI Interface
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Extra Features 

Do you need them?
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Flexibility 

Are you using it?
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UI Interface 

Do you need it?
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At a cost…. 
of 

Complexity & 
Performance  
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Did I mention bugs?
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For Example
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You



@sixmiletech

You have problem :(…

You would like

to override <title> tag
…per node
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There a Module for 
that!

Page Title
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Thanks Contrib!!!!
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But wait… 
What about the cost?
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Why so much Code?
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Flexibility 
Extra Features 

UI Interface
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Page Title implements 
Hooks(lots of hooks)

• hook_form_alter 
• hook_node_load 
• hook_node_insert 
• hook_node_update 
• hook_node_delete 
• hook_taxonomy_term_update 
• hook_taxonomy_term_delete 
• hook_taxonomy_term_insert 
• hook_user_insert 
• and many more…..
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At a cost…. 
of 

Complexity & 
Performance  
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Did I mention bugs?
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Page Title Features: 
• Token Integration 
• Granular Control 
• Token Patterns per-content type 
• Pagination Suffix 
• Views Integration 
• Terms Support
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But what was your 
problem?
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You would like

to override <title> tag
…per node
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All the code you run

+ Performance Hit 
+ Potential Bugs
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Balancing Act
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Contrib Modules

Custom Code
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Custom Code
The solution to all our problems
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Custom Code Has Costs
•You own it

•You maintain it

•You have to write it

•You have to upgrade it
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Custom Code has benefits
• It’s easy! (for some stuff)

• It’s stable (for some stuff)

• It simpler (or can be)

•You understand it!
• It’s fun!
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Most Sites (of mine)
• Have at least 1 custom module

• hook_form_FORM_ID_alter most common  
hook

• For small things

• Avoid uninstalling complicated modules

• Save time
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For Example
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Gets me:
•Access to field edit access 
based on existing 
permission

•Based on own permission 
+5 lines
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Avoids:

•Field Permission Module
•~600 Lines code
•No per bundle permissions
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But, we have problem
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It’s Hard Coded!!!
•Not Re-usable
•New code every project
•Old sites don’t get 
improvements
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HARD-CODED!
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HARD-CODED!
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But, what if it wasn’t
•Wasn’t Hard-coded
•You didn’t own it
•Configurable
•Re-usable
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Introducing…..

Minimalist Drupal 
Modules  

(they are small)
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Minimalist Field Permissions
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Minimalist Entity View 
Modes
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Configurable???

But there’s no UI!!!!
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Configurable != UI
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Where’s the Config?
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settings.php
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site_conf.php

Minimalist Field Permissions
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site_conf.php

Minimalist Entity View 
Modes
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Add another module

One Config File

Add To Git

No Need for Features

(You will still use Features)
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Minimalist Gmap
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site_conf.php

Minimalist Field Permissions
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site_conf.php

• Code but re-useable

• Still simple

• Re-use within Organization
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Re-use as Contrib Module?

• It’s not the “Drupal Way”?

• Is that a good reason?
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But I am not a coder?

Do you need to be a Coder?
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Your First Drupal 8 
Module

Ted Bowman 
ak.a tedbow 

Drupal Trainer 

Questions?
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Contact Us

• Custom Drupal Training

• Project Mentoring

• Online Drupal Consulting

sixmiletech.com

http://sixmiletech.com

